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In English, you can add an extra verb (called a “modal 
verb”) to show if a statement is likely or unlikely. You  
may hear modal verbs when people talk about sickness.

New language  “Might” and “could” 

Vocabulary  Health and sickness

New skill  Talking about possibility

Making deductions

KEY LANGUAGE “MIGHT” AND “COULD”
The modal verbs “might” and “could” are useful 
for saying that you’re not sure about something.

Use “might” and 
“could” when 
something is  
not certain. 

Use “might not” 
to describe a 
negative that is 
not certain.

Use “could not” and 
“couldn’t” to say that 
something was not 
possible in the past. 

Use “cannot” and 
“can’t” when you’re 
certain something 
is impossible.

The modal verb doesn’t 
change with the subject.

The modal verb is usually followed 
by the base form of the main verb.

FURTHER EXAMPLES “MIGHT” AND “COULD”

“Not” sits after  
the modal verb.
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Jess and Boris are wondering why  
their manager, Selina, is not at  
work today.

RESPOND TO THE AUDIO, 
SPEAKING OUT LOUD
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORD IN EACH SENTENCE

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS
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READ THE EMAIL AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

CHECKLIST

  “Might” and “could”   Health and sickness   Talking about possibility  
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